
Whether you use drinking water (scheme) or access water  
yourself, it is important that all water sources are used wisely. 

Climate change is impacting our groundwater. Less rainfall means less water 
is making its way into our aquifers and reducing the amount of groundwater 
we can use sustainably. By working together and rethinking how we interact 
with water, we can secure our groundwater to help create a liveable, 
sustainable, productive and resilient Perth for the long term.

Perth’s groundwater story

THINK CLIMATE CHANGE. BE WATERWISE.begroundwaterwise.wa.gov.au
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Perth’s rainfall is declining as a 
result of climate change.

Groundwater is a limited resource.

Perth’s 
total water  

supply is made 
up of scheme 

water supply and 
self-supply.

Scheme water 
comes from 

desalinated water, 
groundwater, dams 
and groundwater 

replenishment 
(recycled water).

Self-supply water 
mostly comes 

from groundwater 
drawn to the 
surface by 

bores.

Garden 
bores supply 

groundwater to 
irrigate many 

residential 
gardens.

Agriculture, 
parks and sports 

grounds are 
irrigated with 
groundwater.

Overuse of 
groundwater can lead 
to drying of wetlands, 

tree deaths and  
water quality 

problems. 

Some  
wastewater is 

treated, recycled  
and stored 

underground for 
future supply.
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